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Comments Requested on Comprehensive Amendment Addressing Sustainable Fishery
Act (SFA) Definitions for Fishery Management Plans in the U.S. Caribbean

NOAA Fisheries announces that a notice of
availability was published in the Federal Register on
January 25, 2002, requesting comments on a
Comprehensive Amendment Addressing Sustainable
Fishery Act Definitions and Other Required
Provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Act in the
Fishery Management Plans (FMPs) of the U.S.
Caribbean.  Written comments must be received on or
before March 26, 2002.

The Comprehensive SFA Amendment recommends
that NMFS establish a socio-economic data collection
program  to provide information to describe fishing
communities in the U.S. Caribbean; permanently
expand the Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics
Survey to include the U.S. Caribbean; and establish a
program to achieve standardized bycatch reporting in
the commercial fisheries included in the Council's
FMPs.

The Amendment would define maximum sustainable
yield, optimal yield, minimum stock size threshold
and maximum fishing mortality threshold for the
spiny lobster, reef fish, queen conch and coral FMPs.

Rebuilding time frames for the Caribbean queen
conch, Nassau and goliath grouper (formerly known
as jewfish) resources are proposed.  Also, the
Amendment would establish framework procedures to
revise SFA definitions and rebuilding time frames as
additional information is obtained.

Comments on the SFA Amendment should be sent to
Peter Eldridge,  Southeast Regional Office, NMFS,
9721 Executive Center Drive N., St. Petersburg, FL
33702.  Comments may also be sent to Peter Eldridge
via FAX to (727) 570-5583.  Comments will not be
accepted if submitted via e-mail or the Internet.

Requests for the SFA Amendment should be sent to
the Caribbean Fishery Management Council, 268
Munoz Rivera Ave., Suite 1108, San Juan, Puerto
Rico 00918-1920; telephone: (787) 766-5926; FAX:
(787)766-6239; e-mail: graciela@coqui.net or
Graciela.Garcia-Moliner@noaa.gov.

The NMFS is an agency of the Commerce
Department's National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.


